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Mitchell Park the next target for Trees for Tempe 
Local neighborhood associations, RISO, Inc. combine manpower, resources this Saturday 
 
TEMPE, Ariz. – Mitchell Park, located at Mitchell Drive and 9th Street, will be the first park in Tempe to 
benefit from the recently revitalized Trees for Tempe program. The summer storms damaged or destroyed 
many of Mitchell Park’s trees, but on Saturday, Dec. 6, at 8 a.m., volunteers from the Mitchell Park East 
and Mitchell Park West Neighborhood Associations will branch out to restore the park’s tree population by 
planting 45 15-gallon trees. One 48-inch box tree will also be planted at the entrance of Mitchell Park to 
replace the iconic Mesquite tree that was also damaged by the monsoons.  
 
Forty of the trees used on Saturday are a kind contribution to Trees for Tempe by the Tempe-based Phoenix 
branch of RISO, Inc., a worldwide leader in digital printing technology and provider of environmentally-
friendly, high speed color inkjet printers and duplicators. RISO launched a partnership with the Arbor Day 
Foundation earlier this year to help plant 100,000 trees over the next four years, and the Phoenix sales 
branch is doing its part to reach that goal. In addition to planting trees, RISO’s various printing products 
have a lower environmental impact than traditional printing technologies that in turn help customers 
conserve energy, reduce waste and use environmentally-friendly features such as soy-based inks.  
 
“Through our partnership with the Arbor Day Foundation, we are honored to make a positive impact on the 
communities that we serve,” said Dan Raffety, Phoenix Branch Sales Manager for RISO, Inc. “We are 
pleased to support the Trees for Tempe program.” 
 
The remaining six trees planted at Mitchell Park are part of last month’s generous 100-tree donation from 
Rebuilding Together Valley of the Sun, a local non-profit group that provides aid to low-income elderly 
and disabled homeowners through home renovation and repair. 
 
Before the planting begins on Saturday, one of Tempe’s certified arborists will instruct the volunteers from 
Mitchell Park East and Mitchell Park West on how to properly plant and care for a tree. The volunteers will 
then dig in to plant Thornless Mesquite, Ash, Chinese Pistache, Elm and Museum Palo Verde trees 
throughout the park. 
 
About Trees for Tempe 
Trees for Tempe is a program that aims to replace the more than 400 Tempe-owned trees that were 
damaged or lost during the summer storms of 2008, and to provide opportunities for Tempe residents and 
businesses to participate by way of monetary donations and volunteer service. Trees for Tempe was 
initiated in 2006 by Dr. Paul Bonham, a Tempe orthodontist who pledged to give $40 to the city for every 
new patient to help replace trees uprooted from the storms. After this summer's destructive winds and rains 
once again tore through Tempe's tree population, the program was revived and expanded to rebuild the 
city's urban forest. Visit www.tempe.gov/parks for more information.  
 
About RISO, Inc.  
RISO, Inc., headquartered in Danvers, Massachusetts, is a wholly owned subsidiary of RISO Kagaku 
Corporation, Japan's leading manufacturer and distributor of production printers, digital duplicators and 
supplies. RISO sells high-speed color and monochrome printing solutions throughout the Americas. RISO's 
high-speed color printers provide fast and affordable full color digital printing for everyday 
communications, at speeds of up to 120 pages per minute. Its line of digital duplicators includes one- and 
two-color systems that reliably produce millions of copies, are environmentally friendly, and are easy and 
inexpensive to use.  
 

https://us.riso.com/portal/page?_pageid=777,1047463&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
https://us.riso.com/portal/page?_pageid=777,1047474&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL
http://www.tempe.gov/parks
https://us.riso.com/portal/page?_pageid=777,1&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL


 

About the Arbor Day Foundation  
The Arbor Day Foundation is a nonprofit, conservation and education organization of nearly one million 
members, with a mission to inspire people to plant, nurture, and celebrate trees. More information on the 
Foundation and its programs can be found at www.arborday.org. 
 
About Rebuilding Together Valley of the Sun 
Founded in 1988, Rebuilding Together is the largest volunteer home rehabilitation organization in America. 
In 1991, the Phoenix chapter, “Valley of the Sun,” launched. To date, the Valley of the Sun affiliate is 
proud of its more than 42,000 volunteers and 600-plus sponsoring companies that have worked on more 
than 600 homes and 40-plus community projects, providing over $4.9 million of repairs to the community 
and Valley residents. 
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