
RISO PRODUCTS OF BOSTON RECEIVES

OUTSTANDING SCHOOL PARTNER AWARD


Collaboration with Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High School Credited 
with Boosting Student Achievement 

DANVERS, MA, Dec. 28, 2005 – RISO, Inc. announced today that its Boston area 
dealer, RISO Products of Boston, has received the Outstanding School Partner Award 
from the Massachusetts Association of School Committees (MASC) for collaborating 
with Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High School on a program that has helped 
boost student achievement. 

This award, presented at MASC’s annual joint conference with the Massachusetts 
Association of School Superintendents (MASS), recognizes an organization that, 
through its contribution to public schools, has demonstrated support for public education. 
RISO Products of Boston and Intel Corporation were selected by the MASC Board of 
Directors to receive the 2005 award. 

The RISO Products of Boston and Whittier collaboration, which began in 2004, helps the 
school prepare its 10th grade students for their MCAS tests. The project involves 
integration of RISO’s Assessment Solutions system with software called Test Vault™ 
that enables teachers to administer practice tests using actual questions from previous 
MCAS exams, in the MCAS test format. 

Assessment Solutions is an automated testing and evaluation tool that helps schools 
comply with the educational demands of the No Child Left Behind Act. Assessment 
Solutions combines specialized software that instantly grades and reports on any test, 
with a digital printing system that does everything from printing bubble sheets 
customized by the school to scanning and printing the results in seconds. By receiving 
instant feedback on student achievement, teachers can quickly identify areas where 
curriculum needs to be modified – for the entire class or individual student – in order to 
assist learning. 

“We are proud to receive this prestigious award. Both Whittier Regional Vocational 
Technical High School and RISO have a vision that revolves around using technology as 
an educational tool, particularly with regards to testing, evaluation and related 
instruction,” said Robert Raffa, Executive Vice President, RISO Products of Boston. 

“Through RISO’s partnership efforts, continued support and willingness to work with us 
to create a product that meets current and future needs for student improvement, our 
faculty, students and school committee feel that this innovative use of technology has 
been a significant factor in school improvement and increases in our MCAS scores,” said 
Karen Sarkisian, Whittier’s Superintendent. 
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“Initially, Whittier was one of the lowest scoring schools in Massachusetts. We have 
made substantial gains that have brought us to meet and exceed state performance 
averages. The Assessment Solutions capability of providing instant data demonstrates 
a school and business partnership that created a tool for school improvement,” she 
added. 

Whittier has also created a dedicated facility in the school called the RISO Learning Lab 
where the Test Vault and Assessment Solutions system reside and where remedial 
instruction takes place. The RISO/Whittier program is expected to serve as a model for 
other schools in Massachusetts. 

To request more information about Assessment Solutions or RISO’s complete suite of digital 
printing solutions, contact RISO at 1-800-876-7476, or visit the website at http://us.riso.com. 

About Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High School 
Located in Haverhill, Massachusetts, Whittier Regional Vocational Technical High 
School (www.whittier.mec.edu) provides academic and vocational technical studies to 
more than 1,250 students in grades 9-12. According to its mission statement, the school 
has a unified commitment to excellence in meeting the educational needs of individuals 
in the Whittier District, enabling them to be successful in their chosen technical pursuits 
and to become productive members of society. 

About RISO Products of Boston 
A SOMWBA (State Office of Minority and Women Business Assistance) certified 
business, RISO Products of Boston (www.rpbss.com) is one of the fastest growing 
independent distributors of document imaging technology in Massachusetts. The 
company markets a full line of Konica Minolta black & white and digital color copiers and 
RISO’s digital printing systems and technologies, including Assessment Solutions. 
Founded in 1986, RISO Products of Boston is headquartered in Norwell, MA with sales 
offices in Stoneham and Worcester, MA. The company works closely with and received 
the Vendor of the Year Award two years ago from MASBO (Massachusetts Association 
of School Business Officials). Other alliances include MESPA (Massachusetts 
Elementary School Principals Association), and MAVA (Massachusetts Association of 
Vocational Administrators). 

About RISO, Inc. 
RISO, Inc. (http://us.riso.com) sells a variety of unique printing solutions throughout the 
Americas. Its line of digital Printer-Duplicators and Multi-Function Printers (MFPs) 
includes one-, two- and full color systems that reliably produce millions of copies, are 
environmentally friendly, and are easy and inexpensive to use. RISO’s HC5000 
ComColorTM printer provides fast and affordable full color digital printing for everyday 
communications, at speeds up to 105 pages per minute, at sizes up to 11”x17”, for as 
little as 3¢ per page running costs. RISO’s Assessment Solutions provide schools and 
school districts with fast and easy ways to score and analyze tests and make data-driven 
decisions, while at the same time aggressively containing costs. 
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